
DISTINCTIVE – 2nd Annual Meeting
Decommissioning, Immobilisation and Storage Solutions for 

Nuclear Waste Inventories 

At-Bristol, Bristol

19th-20th April 2016

Introduction and 

Housekeeping

Michael Fairweather

University of Leeds



House-Keeping

No scheduled fire alarms

WiFi is open access and free to use

(At-Bristol-Events / Password Max-hertZ!WE11)

All speakers please upload presentations prior to session

All presentations will be uploaded to our website:

www.distinctiveconsortium.org

Please inform Abby Ward if you do not want your presentation to appear online

Industry-members to vote for PhD prizes (see delegate pack)

http://www.distinctiveconsortium.org/
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Sponsorship

The DISTINCTIVE University Consortium would like to say a special

thank you to our event sponsors:

NNL – Evening drinks reception and dinner

NDA – PhD Student Awards
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Drinks Reception and Evening Dinner

Brunel’s ss Great Britain

(Recommended route – walk)

6:30-7:15 PM – Drinks reception on

Promenade Deck

7:15 PM – Call to dinner and brief

history of ship

7:30 PM – Dinner in First Class

Dining Saloon



Background

EPSRC Nuclear Decommissioning, Immobilisation and Waste

meeting, Sheffield, 1st May 2013

Project started 10th February 2014 to 9th February 2018, although no-

cost extension granted to 9th November 2018

£4.91M EPSRC  total £6.13M, plus £2.23M from industry = £8.36M

World-class University network:

Key project partners:

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/


Waste Management Conference (WM2016)

6th-10th March 2016, Phoenix

Conference Centre

Dedicated session:
Programme overview

Industrial perspective on collaborative

research

Project specific presentations from

Themes 1-3

Over 40 attendees – new contacts

for IAG and future collaborations

Sponsored social (thank you to

Longenecker and Associates –

Laurie Judd)



Waste Management Conference

7 additional papers presented by DISTINCTIVE researchers:
3 posters

4 oral Mike Eszter

Kate



Waste Management Conference

Five awards presented:
Stephanie Thornber, Luke Boast (Sheffield) and Dimitri Pletser (Imperial) – Roy G.

Post Foundation Scholarship

Luke Boast (Sheffield) – UK Featured Nation

Andre Botha (Leeds) – NNL Bursary

Steph Dimitri Luke
Andre



Active Research Fund

At the time of submitting the proposal to the EPSRC, a number of

PDRA projects indicated a potential need for active research facilities

A detailed understanding of facility needs and the duration of work

was unable to be defined

As a result, the Active Research Fund (ARF) was requested

Initial Budget £288k fEC (inc. VAT)

Number of Calls 3 to date

Number of Funded Sub-

projects Awarded
8

Budget Awarded ~ £188k fEC (inc. VAT)

Remaining Budget ~ £100k fEC (inc. VAT)



Active Research Fund

Sub-projects funded:

Investigation of Silica Grout-radionuclide Interactions: Impact on Radionuclide

Mobility and Silica Gelation – Dr. Matteo Pedrotti, Strathclyde

The Corrosion of Spent Nuclear Fuel – Dr. Leila Costelle, Bristol

An Investigation of Wasteform Evolution During Wet-recovery and Drying of

SNF – Dr. James Darnbrough, Bristol

Building a Portable Ultra-high Vacuum (UHV) Chamber for Active Samples –

Dr. Leila Costelle, Bristol

Fission Product Effects on Spent Fuel Corrosion – Dr. James Darnbrough,

Bristol

Building and Commissioning a Vacuum Sampling System for PuO2 Glovebox

Experiments – Dr. Luke Jones, Manchester

A Hot Isostatic Press Upgrade for Processing of Radioactive Materials – Dr.

Shi-Kuan Sun, Sheffield

Hard X-ray Absorption Spectroscopy Studies at the Photon Factory – Japan –

Dr. Shi-Kuan Sun, Sheffield



2nd Annual Meeting: Agenda

22 oral presentations across 5 sessions:

17 DISTINCTIVE researchers

(9 PDRAs/8 PhD students)

1 academic Co-I, 1 industry partner

3 international invited speakers from complementary research areas

4 Q&A/discussion sessions led by IAG and academic Co-Is

48 poster presentations will be available for viewing during the breaks

NNL/NDA/SL exhibiting in Annex

Two PhD awards (oral/poster presentations) will be presented at the

end of Wednesday. Don’t forget to vote!

- Structural Integrity 

- Legacy Ponds and Silo Wastes 

- PuO2 and Fuel Residues 

- AGR, Magnox and Exotic Spent Fuels

- Cross-Cutting Activities



2nd Annual Meeting: Objectives

Facilitate knowledge transfer, enabling our researchers to share

advances made, and to engage with industry experts and potential

employers

Provide networking opportunities between academia, industry,

government and regulatory authorities

Promote the uptake of DISTINCTIVE research into the nuclear waste

management and decommissioning industry

Generate new collaborative research ideas

I hope that you enjoy the meeting


